THE ARMY DOES NOT SURRENDER

would use the totalitarian plan of violent bombing and
firing on the civil population. For all these reasons the
Senior Officers and Officers decided to allow their troops
to act as they wished. Nearly the whole of these left the
front in small groups and in perfect calm and order and
went to their homes meaning not to use arms again. A
few units went over to the enemy, and first among these
were the 4Oth and 42nd Brigades, both of them with
Communist sympathies. They did this not out of sym-
pathy towards the Nationalists, but because they con-
sidered that the War was finished.

During the later part of the afternoon of the syth, the
Commander of the Central Army told me that the
soldiers were leaving the front without any express orders
having been given, that a few units had gone over to the
enemy in Casa de Campo and University City, and that
the soldiers of both sides were at that moment fraternising,
with dances and songs, saying that there was no more war.
He also told me that the Officer in Command of the
2nd Army Corps had just had an interview with the
Nationalist Commander of the Clinic Hospital Sector in
University City, asking him to convince the Republican
soldiers that they should return to their trenches and that
this officer had explained that it was quite useless to try to
do so, and that by superior order it had been arranged that
Nationalist troops should not fire on Republican soldiers.

The Commander of the Central Army asked for
instructions, and in view of the situation I ordered that he
should raise no objection to the forces leaving the front,